
SOCIAL AND PUBLIC ART RESOURCE CENTER (SPARC) 

Day of the Dead Celebration with Linda Vallejo 

PANEL QUESTIONS: Yreina Cervantez, Armando Duron, Lara Mendina, and Sybil Venegas 

Many thanks, kind friends and colleagues for joining me for the Day of the Dead Celebration on November 5, 
2-8 pm. I am attaching a copy of the flier, which will detail the entire day's events, and which you can copy and 
share with your communities. The title and description of the DoD Panel is:"The Meaning Of Symbols And 
Ceremony In Our Lives" A distinguished group of educators, collectors and artists will discuss the use of Day 
of the Dead imagery in art, the history of Day of the Dead in our community, and the meaning of symbol to our 
young people, artists and community. I am asking each panel member to pose a question to frame the day's 
conversation. During your individual presentations, you may choose to focus on one or two of the posed 
questions, as you see fit. I will also share these questions with the audience prior to the presentations.  

Lara Medina' question is "What is the deeper spiritual significance for Chicanos of the ritual and symbols of the 
Day of the Dead?"  

Please email your question to me as soon as possible, so I can share it with the rest of the panel members. I 
will also make sure that there is a slide projector and suggest that if you have slides that you limit the number 
to 5. Each panel member will have twelve minutes for their presentation, prior to a panel discussion period and 
question and answer period. Please let me know if you plan on bringing slides as a part of your presentation. 
Thank you again for sharing this day with me.  By the way, the Los Angeles Times has reviewed the "Los 
Cielos" exhibition and the article will appear in this coming Friday Calendar Section. Keep your eyes out for it! 
Best Regards to All, Linda Vallejo 

Sybil Venegas: “How about: Is the Day of the Dead a ceremony of memory or an act of cultural resistance, or 
both, among Chicanos in the U.S.?  

Armando, I have asked each of the panel members to come up with a question so that we would have a focus 
for the conversation on Sunday. You had mentioned that the panel at the Santa Monica Museum had no real 
focus and that you didn;t learn anything new. The questions will help us all begin thinking on the same lines, as 
a sort of pre-conversation prior to the panel.  

Each panel member can address one or more of the questions in their response to the concept of symbol and 
ceremony in our lives. You may have a question that you would find interesting for other panel members to 
answer, or one that you have pondered and would like feedback from others, or one that has never been 
asked before that you are specifically going to address. The questions will help us to stay on track in our 
conversation. I will email the questions to the panelists in advance of the day, so that we all know what the 
other has in mind. For instance, knowing what Lara Medina's question is, will help you to pose concepts and 
questions to her directly during the conversation. Yreina suggested that a dialog between the panelists on the 
topic is always of interest.  

Lara Medina' question is, "What is the deeper spiritual significance for Chicanos of the ritual and symbols of 
the Day of the Dead?"  

Sybil Venegas question is, "Is the Day of the Dead a ceremony of memory or an act of 
cultural resistance, or both, among Chicanos in the U.S.?"  

Yreina Cervantez’s question is, “What are the advantages and disadvantages of the institutionalization of the 
Day of the Dead?” 

Armando Duron, My question to the panel is: "Is 'Dia de Los Muertos' the same as 'Day of the Dead'? 

Both pretty good questions, I think! I will have a slide projector in case you want to show slides. Each panelist 
will have 15 minutes for their comments and/or slide show and then we will have a good 45 minute question 
and answer period. Many thanks. Linda 


