PRESS RELEASE:
Eight Female Artists Throw Political Punches

Embedded Messages, Debating the Dream: Truth, Justice and the American Way Opens at The Art Center,
Highland Park, IL — March 3 — April 3, 2017

With Social Justice art and rewving up for a tumultuous new presidential administration, eight female art
activists examine social and political issues driving change in America and impacting life in America. The Art
Center hosts this exhibition Embedded Messages, Debating the Dream: Truth, Justice and the American Way.
The work communicates strong political declarations provoking and pressing for awareness and social change
through art with compelling, narrative stories on contemporary issues. The works collectively ask the viewerd
what is happening with America, can we still identify the American dream and if so, who does the dream apply
to?

With polarized political parties and a divided nation with the news media focusing on sound bites with biased
editorials rather than real news, " Emb e d d e dg eMeds ssat i mul ates i mportant dia
social justice issues both as a reflection of American society and as statements on events domestic and
international. This timely, provocative exhibition features artists Sally Edelstein, Justyne Fischer, Karen
Gutfreund, Penny Mateer, Sinan Revell, Debra Thompson, Linda Vallejo and Margi Weir who have spent their
careers focused on creating activist art.

Unified by topic, wi t h i e mb e dd e dinningettwaighgue thié exhibition addresses racism, sexism,
classicism, sexuality, gender identity, immigration, poverty, the environment, violence, and the ongoing wars.
All is not as it appears on the surface, inviting the viewer to delve in closer to examine, ponder and discuss the
inherent meanings to stimulate critical thinking and open pathways to potential answers and solutions.
Reflecting their diverse backgrounds and distinctive approach to their mediums, the individual messages are
delivered with irony, humor, compassion, defiance and strength; and when experienced together, invite
conversations that will appeal to and engage a wide range of audiences. Join the Discussiond be curious, be
informed, and be a change-agent.

Link to online catalog: https://issuu.com/karengutfreund/docs/embedded messages catalog for_issue

ABOUT:

Karen Gutfreund Art. Gutfreund is a curator/artist that specializes in creating exhibitions in venues around the
US on themes of fAart as activismo to stimulate dial ocg

The Art Center, 1957 Sheridan Rd, Highland Park, IL 60035, (847) 432-1888
Gallery hours: Monday i Saturday 10:00 i 4:30 p.m. and Sundays by appointment only.
Opening Reception, Friday, March 3".
Exhibition Dates: March 37 April 3, 2017

Hit
For more information contact: Karen Gutfreund, karengutfreundart@gmail.com or 408-203-5221
High resolution images or print catalog available upon request.
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Sally Edelstein
Y Sinan Revell
Bedtime Stories Sweet Dreams. Collage of appropriated images. 35 x46 inches. 2013 Linda Vallejo

Justice. Repurposed composte lstic,acle, metalfske, 3 x 15 x12 nches, 2016 RoppslgANGER—Self as Border Patrol. Inkjet Photographic Print. 27 x 18 inches. 2005

Margi Weir
Karen Gutfreund Penny Mateer

We Believe. Mixed media on canvas. 36 x 36 inches. 2008 Stand! #8 Protest Series. Installation Mixed. Dimensions Variable. 2011 We are All Targets. Vinyl, dimensions variable. 2016

Debra Thompson

Meltdown. Encaustic Assemblage. 26 x48 inches. 2013

Loosie Law. Ink on Voile over stretcher bars in floater frames. 50 x 34 inches. 2015



Sinan Revell

RoppelgANGER—Self as Border Patrol. Inkjet Photographic Print. 27 x 18 inches. 2005

Sally Edelstein

Bedtime Stories Sweet Dreams. Collage of appropriated images. 35 x46 inches. 2013



Penny Mateer

Stand! #8 Protest Series. Installation Mixed. Dimensions Variable. 2011

Linda Vallejo
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KAREN GUTFREUND The Whole World is Blind. Mixed media on canvas. 36 x48 inches. 2016
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DEBRA THOMPSON Meltdown. En

Margi Weir

We are All Targets. Vinyl, dimensions variable. 2016



Penny Mateer

Cutting Very Close to the Truth, NY. Blanket. 60 x 80 inches. 2014



