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Exhibition for Dia de los Muertos:

a woman s point of view
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@f([ de los AMuerdos is tratli‘cionany celebrated in all patts of

the repul)lic of Djlexico on the eve of All Saints Day, the second of
November. It is on this occasion \\rhen most catlmlics, am{ parl’icu]ar]y
the indigem)us pupu]aiions, remember the souls of the dearly (lcparlul
]7_\7 preparing “O’Frendas”, of{‘ering‘s of food. Tn most cases it’s the women
of the fan.}i}y of“]os muertos” who take a lea(],ing role in preparing the
favorite dishes of those who have die(l, l)uyiug the fruits and lowers of
the season and artis{icauy arranging them on tables or altars. Pictures
of saints and candles are also often inchided amongst personal artifacts
or pl’lotogmphs of the (leparted souls.

In some communities, espcciaﬂy in the states of :\'Hcl)oacaﬁ and
Oaxaca, women and children even to the present ’day take baskets of
food or other ogerings to the cemeteries on the eve of all saints (la_\j,
there ’they decorate the graves with candles and the ycﬂow Hower of the :
dead (:nﬁpaxuc/ﬁt/ in native nal\uatl) and await in \’ig‘il anidst the
ﬂicleering candle ligh‘cs, in the belief that the spirits of the dead will
come and feast on the ogerings of the living. : :

This year's Dia de los Muertos exhibition focuses on exvotos (votive
ogerings) and of;'ena’as, and the importance of this custom in the
spiri’cual and cultural 1iferof the community.

Because women play a major"role in the manifestation of this tradition

g . . 7 . -
the ex}nlnh(m glves prominence to l‘l’le woman s POIHt ()f view.

Guillermo Sulido, guest caralonr

&/IEI" actiotlies:

Sugar Skull Can(ly Maker October
Miguel Angel Quintana, guest artist

: demonstrates the art of sugar skull makin

thanks to Henry and Rosa of Tzintzuntza
Quintana visit to the U.S.




